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13 Sticks of Liberating Dynamite for the Soul 
Romans8:1  #32 

THIS IS WHAT THE SOVERIEGN LORD SAYS 
 
THE INTRODUCTION: The prophetic utterance of Isaiah was fulfilled some 700yrs later, 
when this took place: 
Luke 4:16-21 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. (17) And 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written, (18) "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are oppressed, (19) to proclaim the year of the Lord's 
favor." (20) And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. (21) And he began to say to 
them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
 
Conversation w a dad at Emma’s graduation. 
A personal TREASURE will get you out of bed & capture your interest.NO.DOUBT.’BOUT IT! 
 
Here, in Romans 8, IS treasure! Sheer, unadulterated, un-alloyed, sparkling, 200-proof gospel, 
good news Treasure! Jackpot. Powerball, Ponce De’Leon’s Fountain of youth, Vegas vaults, 
buried treasures and all bingo jackpots…are mere rusted pennies compared to this TREASURE! 
And how many see it! Feel it! Know It?  
 
“The ultimate test of our spirituality is the measure of our amazement at the grace of God.”  
- D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 
THE BIG IDEA: in a message entitled: 13 Sticks of Liberating Dynamite for the Soul: 
 God’s grace in Jesus Christ is the liberating explosion that sets the captives free, one and for all! 
 
In Romans 7 we saw the law’s choke hold of demand causes us to cry “uncle” by realizing “o 
wretched man that I am, who will rescue me from this body of death?” And we are left in a 
mound of guilt, condemnation and fear, unable to help ourselves, in any way, shape and form. 
 
But here, in Romans 8, God announces good news for the deeply conflicted soul! 
Oh what difference a chapter can make. And O what difference the grace of God can make in 
your life. If despair, guilt, shame & fear are your constant companions, sit tight, take a deep 
breath misfit, and hear the pain-relieving, liberating goodness & kindness of God in the grace of 
Jesus Christ! 
 
Lets read this slowly…Now all together… One more time… 
 
Romans 8:1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 
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ROOTED IN THE BIBLE : This treasure is seen all throughout the bible.  
 
“Nothing can blow you over when you are inside the walls of Romans 8.  
Outside of Romans 8 all is confusion and anxiety and fear and uncertainty.” - Derek Thomas  
 
The scent of Romans 7 & 8 really has a death & resurrection aroma to it, doesn’t it? 
The stench of death in Romans 7 
The aroma of life in Romans 8 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14-16 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 
(15) For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing, (16) to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to life… 
 
This is all throughout Romans.  
1-3 All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. No one righteous, no not one! 
Death, guilt (real guilt), idolatry, leading to deserved condemnation for offending a Holy God. 
 
3-5 But God…for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, presented him as a sacrifice of atonement. 
God promises to give you better than you deserve, and by faith in Christ, you are accounted 
RIGHTEOUS & FORGIVEN!  
Your sin is met by His salvation!  
Your guilt is swallowed up by His grace! 
Your badness is conquered by His goodness! 
 
Run John run, the Law demands, But gives me neither feet nor hands 
Far better news the gospel brings: It bids us fly and gives us wings. –John Bunyan 
 
The righteous demands of God’s law are fulfilled by Jesus for you! the righteous life of Jesus,  
His sin-sacrificing death, and His life-giving rising from the dead…FOR YOU…now free gift! 
 
“If it doesn’t make you feel desperate and exposed, you haven’t hear the law.”  
  If it doesn’t make you feel delivered and free, you haven’t heard the gospel.  
When we dumb down/water down the law & the gospel, people don't feel their desperation or 
their deliverance.” - Tullian Tchividjian  
 

1. Therefore: so then, a final conclusion to a matter. Settled. Telestai! 
 

2. There is: a word of certainty! 
 

3. Now: this very moment. 
 

4. No: zero, nada, zilch, none, nothing there. Not “mostly nothing”. It doesn’t exist. Not a 
reality! 
 

5. Condemnation: a damnatory sentence. Conviction.   
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6. For: availability. To you. It is given as a free gift. It is placed in your soul’s lap by God!  
 

7. Those who are in: the believer. The blood-bought. The adopted. The sinner turned saint! 
 

8. Christ Jesus: The Anointed One. The Savior. The Rescuer. The Lord. The Treasure! 
He is the one and only reason guilt, fear, shame, guilt & condemnation is now no more! 

 
CONNECTED TO THE PAST:  
All in the Older Testament reckoned with their condemnation, and looked forward to the coming 
of Jesus & His finished work! 

• Don’t you hear Adam & Eve: singing out:  

Guilty, vile, and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God was He; 
“Full atonement!” can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

• Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph…with all their brokenness join the chorus! 
• David, with all his guilt & condemnation join in. 
• Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel woe is you…woe is me-ness join in! 
• Daniel, Joel, Jonah, and the host of minor prophets also know their sin full well, and they 

join in! 

How About you? 

RELEVANT IN THE PRESENT:  
Guilty, vile, helpless you? Me? Us?  
Spotless Lamb of God was He; “Full atonement!” can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ came into this world to take it head on, in all of its ugliness, guilt, 
fear & shame. 
He took it to His cross and there He nailed it.  
The blood was spilt. 
The payment has been made. 
The curse undone! 
 
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine— Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
No guilt in life, no fear in death— This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
 
— IN CHRIST ALONE" WORDS AND MUSIC BY KEITH GETTY & STUART TOWNEND COPYRIGHT © 2001 KINGSWAY 
THANKYOU MUSIC 
 
HOPEFUL FOR THE FUTURE: 
“There is a crack, a crack in everything. That’s how the light gets in.” – Leonard Cohen 
 
Let’s sing For THIS Cause! 
Amen! 


